
Dealing with descenders
This page is getting down to the details of the pleasurable activity of redesigning a couple of letters in an
otherwise more or less satisfactory script. Most pupils react very positively to this. It is unlikely that the boy
whose work is represented on this page was in a special needs group. If you were to have a handwriting club –
purely voluntary – this is the kind of activity that takes little time, works wonders and also stimulates others to
experiment.

You can see how it worked. First we attended to his ‘y’ which was at a different angle to the rest of his letters.
His separate letter was fine but it did not work so well when joined. Then it became apparent that his ‘f ’ needed
help. You can see that he got a bit worried and his writing deteriorated as he tensed up. We went back to
separate letters, simplified the ‘f ’ and suddenly it all worked. There were relaxed descenders, a very efficient ‘f ’
and even the ‘s’ seemed to sort itself out. He was delighted and it was only to be hoped that the improvement
was lasting. With luck his teachers would notice and praise him for the improvement.
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Dealing with descenders

These descenders are at a different angle to the rest of
the writing.

New ‘f’s and ‘s’s are needed here. These words are
meant to be ‘suffer’ and ‘fist’.

Descenders suffer as the writing gets small and tense.

Try words with several descenders.

First develop good separate letters to suit the
rest of your writing.

How to design a simpler, well shaped ‘g’ with the
help of its letter family.

The new ‘g’ now works well when looped.

Repeat until they work well.

Practise them in groups of letters such as
common word endings.

Simplify the ‘f’. It should be at the same angle as
the other letters.

What a difference after just a few minutes’ practice.

The ‘f’ crossbar is still too low.




